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SUBJECT: POLITICAL EVOLUTION OF COMORO ISLANDS 
REF: DARES SALAAM 1137 

1. IN RECENT CONVERSATION SENIOR OFFICER OF DEPARTMENT OF 
OVERSEAS TERRITORIES TOLD EMBOFF THAT NEXT STEPS IN EVOLUTION 
OF COMORIAN POLITICAL STRUCTURE NOT YET WORKED OUT AND WOULD 
HAVE TO AWAIT RETURN OF PRIME MINISTER ABDALLAH LATER IN 
MONTH. MUCH HE SAID WOULD ALSO DEPEND ON NEW FRENCH 
MINISTER FOR TERRITORIES. OFFICIAL POINTED OUT THAT GOF HAD NOT 
RECEIVED FORMAL REQUEST FOR MODIFICATION OF EXISTING 
INSTITUTIONAL ARRANGEMENTS BINDING COMORO ISLANDS TO FRANCE. 

IF COMORO REPRESENTATIVES IN FRENCH PARLIAMENT PUT FORWARD 
DRAFT LAW ASKING FOR INDEPENDENCE. FRENCH WOULD THEN 
PROCEED TO HOLD REFERENDUM IN ISLANDS. 

2. ACCORDING TO OFFICIAL. REFERENDUM WOULD BE ESSENTIAL STEP 
TOWARDS MODIFICATION OF OVERSEAS TERRITORY STATUS. IN PRINCIPAL, 
INDEPENDENCE FOR COMOROS POSED NO PROBLEM. IN PRACTICE. GOF 
WOULD HAVE TO FACE QUESTION OF WHAT TO DO WITH MAYOTTE, WHICH 
HE SAID WOULD ALMOST CERTAINLY VOTE FOR CONTINUED RELATIONSHIP 
WITH FRANCE. 
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EM OFFICIAL NOTED THAT IN DISCUSSIONS ABOUT FUTURE OF TERRITORY, 
GOF WOULD POINT OUT THAT IT OBVIOUSLY WOULD BE EASIER FOR FRANCE 
TO PROVIDE RESOURCES TO COMOROS IF THEY REMAINED WITHIN FRENCH 
ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE THAN IF THEY WERE INDEPENDENT AND 
HAD TO COMPETE WITH OTHER FORMER COLONIES. COMOROS, HE SAID, 
WERE NOT VIABLE AND INDEPENDENCE WOULD NOT BE REAL IN VIEW 
CONTINUED DEPENDENCE ON OUTSIDE RESOURCES. 

4. COMMENT: FRENCH DO NOT APPEAR TO BE DIRECTLY OPPOSING 
INDEPENDENCE FOR COMOROS. THEY WILL PRESUMABLY ADOPT 
TACTIC THEY HAVE USED IN RENEGOTIATION OF AID ACCORDS WITH 
FORMER COLONIES: TO STRESS COSTS OF BREAKING WITH ESTABLISHED 
SYSTEM. IN LAST ANALYSIS, HOWEVER. IF COMORIANS PUSH FOR 
INDEPENDENCE, FRENCH WILL A GREF. TO REFERENDUM AND WOULD 
PROBABLY ALSO CONTINUE TO PROVIDE SOME AID TO FLEDGLING COUNTRY. 
IRWIN 
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